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The City of Long Beach Zoning Board in
= May unanimously shot down a proposed
'I‘ townhouse development that would be taller
z than any other West End building.
'-IJ " can say that it was thought to be out of
oo Character with the neighborhood,” Corey
= Klein, corporation counsel for the city, said
- about the board’s decision. “The zoning board
™ helieved that the detriment to the community
= putweighed any benefit to the applicant.”
Developers Charles and Emamue]l Rafimay-
eri wanted to demolish a building shared by

between New York, Permsvlvania and Ocean
View avenues, and build two Moorish-style
duplexes. Both buildings would have con-
tained eight townhouses, separated by a 40-
foot corridor, on the site and an adjoining
vacant lot. The plan also includes an open
area with a swimming pool and cabana.

In the densely populated, parking-deficient
West End, traffic issues took center stage at
the April 24 zoning board hearing on the
townhouses, The Rafimayeris’ architect,
Angelo Corva, and real estate appraiser,
Robert Marks, described their proposal as

Vito’s Fish & Chips and 13 apartments,

at the Vito’s restaurant site at the west
end of the boardwalk was shot down in

May.

A PROPOSAL FOR NEW TOWNHOUSES

having much more open space, fewer
dwellings — 16 instead of a total of 19 — and
44 parking spaces, 12 more than the minimum
required by code. Marks estimated that con-
struction costs would total $15 million, and
that the wnits would likely sell for $1.1 million
to $1.3 milliomn.

Former zoning board and City Council
member Denis Kelly, speaking on behalf of
two Pennsylvania Avenue couples, said thata
development with 44 parking spaces was “foo
dense.” Both Kelly and Joe Cavanaugh, a Cali-
fornia Avenme resident and a member of an
organization called Penmsylvania Ocean View
of New York, or PONY, said they believe the
townhonuses would actually rise to 40 feet,

Zonmg board turns down townhouses

making them the tallest buildings west of
New York Avenue. “These are going to be
massive buildings,” Kelly said, “and although
they're going to have a nice corridor betwesen
them, that’s not going to benefit anyone, given
their size and density” Otherz who live
near Vito's or the neighboring lot said they
favored the development over the restaurant,
claiming that the business’s garbage attracts
rodents and roaches,-and its bar brings
drmbks and drug deals to their streets, “This
seems like the best proposal,” said a Califor
nia Avenue resident, who identified himself
as Peter, “Anything that gefs rid of Vito's is
worth it to me, Anything that levels that build-
ing is progress.”

In July, thousands of South Shore resi-
dents discovered that they are now residents
of a Nood zone, which will force them to
obtain flood insurancethis year or next.

The Federal Emergency Management
Agency in July released redravwn Nassau
County flood plain maps, which show that
nearly 30,000 more homeowners — includ-
ing 3,000 or more in each of three communi-
ties, Long Beach, Oceanside and Valley
Stream — may have to pay thousands of dol-
lars in flood insurance,

In Long Beach, West Olive, West Penn
and West Beech streets, between Laurelion

FEMA redraws flood maps, Long Beach among hardest hit

and Magnolia boulevards, are among the
streets listed on the temporary maps. The
expanded zones are deemed at risk of flood-
ing by coastal waters or during heavy rain-
storms, and the updated maps are basad on
maore precise geographic and elevation mea-
surements, according to FEMA.

“For: scme people, it's going to hit them hartd
if they still have a mortgage.” said Denis Miller,
aflood and home specialist in Long Beach.

While other homeowners indicated they plan
to appeal FEMA&s map plan, which the agency
expects tofinalize by July 2009, some are looking
tosuethe agency over its plar.







